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            Our September Communion Offering will go to our 8th Annual 
ñServe Our Schoolsò (S.O.S.) event.  First UMC will partner with El 
Divino Redentor and St Mark UMCôs of McAllen to sponsor S.O.S. in 
our community!  This event will be held Saturday, September 29th at 
Rayburn and Alvarez Elementary. First UMC will host the event at Ray-
burn, this year.  The offering will help pay for the event and supplies at 
the schools where we go to serve!   
 S.O.S is another opportunity for us to ñgo outò and serve in our 
community and invite others to join us!  To be the church OUTSIDE our 
walls!  This will be a day to help the McAllen ISD schools get off to a 
good start in the new school year.  Volunteers can help in many ways.  
Every little bit of time and energy makes a difference!   
 We will have Registration Forms at the entrances of the church 
and on-line. Let us know if you can join us.  Encourage others to sign-up 
and join us!   
 Please prayerfully consider both your gift to the Communion Of-
fering and your gift of service on the ñServe Our Schoolò Day, Septem-
ber 29.  This is an important community event impacting our church, 
schools and community! 
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Our sanctuary checklist is being whittled down. Our partitions to 
close off the two overflow sections at the rear of the sanctuary have 
finally been installed. In addition, communion rail kneeling cush-
ions are in place and hand rails have been added to the side steps 
leading onto the chancel area. More guttering on the outside of the 
building has also been added to help direct water coming off the 
expansive roof away from the building. The staff especially appre-
ciates the added gutters over the office doors so they donôt have to 
go through a water fall to enter the office area!  

Gutters may not seem very glamorous, but the function gutters 
serve are indispensable. Gutters are channels designed to direct and 
move water away from a building. This strikes me that our function 
as followers of Jesus is similar.  
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One of my favorite people in the Bible is David, aka King David,  aka 

the youngest son of Jesse of Bethlehem, or aka David a shepherd boy. 

Just ask one of the youth and they will tell you, I am always bringing 

him up in our Bible studies or devotionals. There are many reasons to 

talk and teach about David, but the one thing that I admire about him is 

his heart. David knew who God was to him: his refuge, his hope, his 

confidence, and his strength; the evidence is in his ñprayers/praisesò 

also known as PSALMS. (In fact, he wrote over seventy of them, ñThis 

concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse.ò - Psalm 72:20) David 

knew how weak and broken he was without God and so he learned to 

rely only on God, whether it was defeating a lion, a giant, or armies of 

enemies.  

One of my prayers for new school year, that our youth will have a 

heart for God and that He will become their refuge, hope, confidence, 

and strength; may they trust His will and timing as new chapters are 

developed in their lives.  

ñBut the Lord said to Samuel, óDo not consider his appearance or his 
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